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March 2, 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR
REAR ADMIRAL DANIEL MURPHY
MILITARY ASSISTANT TO THE
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Mine Clearing in North Vietnam

Fer your request, attached is the operative part of the message
covering mine clearing.

NAVY, OSD Reviews Completed|

Brant Scoweroft
Briv. General, U.8. Alr Force

ON-FILE NSC RELEASE
INSTRUCTIONS APPLY
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1. With iespect to increa_sing‘mine‘ clearing fo‘rces,‘ the US
side_ within ‘the past wé’ek has developed the .capal.)il‘i"ty fér s‘imult‘a‘.neous
c:l_ea.‘:a.née opei‘ations in.‘I-Ié.i.phdng, Cam Pha and Hon Gai. This has been
accomplished by a;ddmg two ai‘rborne mine counter measures units which
iﬁclude‘ 12 sweepmg ]r.xeli.‘c‘:opte‘rs, doubling the nﬁmber of precision
navigation tra.nsmiﬂ:ers (RAYDIST an:fennae), and increasing thé numBer

| of magnetic s&eep hydrofoil sea sléds by 4, Bringing the total to 12, ‘

In addition, the number of MSOs inv;:)lvled‘.in the area is b‘;eing
broﬁght rapidly to 10. Three MSOs from California will ari‘iVe off
I—Ialphong about March 7, and the two Pearl Harbor reserve MSOs will
“arrive in la.te March a.léng with the only remamlng MSO in the Pacific
ﬁrhich is now mdergoing ‘r.epa.irs in. Gua.m.. e

As‘fhe DR.V side is aware, through épécial tra.in‘.ing‘_and conversion
effo-‘rt‘s‘t‘he nﬁmber of helicopters ca_.pable of being used for airborne .mine

 clearing has been increased from 13 to 43, and the nﬁmber of support
éﬁips hag been raised from two to five. It had been Qrigi.n,aliy ‘estir_na,ted"
that opera.tionél in a.i:ea.s other than l'—?l:ai.phcm‘,gr could not comxﬁence sooner.
than two to three weeks after thé Haiphong ppera'tions.- This projected
date has nowﬁeen compreésed. It also now a,pp‘ea.r.s possible that 1.:h‘e‘
“mine clearing opéra.tion will be complete‘d. slightly sooner tﬁa.n the 180 day

estimate.
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2_. With re-gard to plans and forces for inlé.hd waterways, the .
US plan was éuﬁmitted on f‘ebruary 10, 1973, The ﬁS side is ready t;)‘
estab.lish a.train_ing school in th¢ Haiphong area. ‘Demohstration sweeps
will be conducte& of one or two inland waterways near Haiphong,
Suﬁficieﬁt us advisérs and e,quipment Wl].l be provided to support DRV
units involved in this effql;ﬁ." |
3. With respe_ét té the reéuest for means for drawing the -
VYmagnetic -pi.p‘es" and " mine su.rvéying and removal and for‘the removal
or c"l‘estructicn éf MARK - 82 éeiayed action bombs, the US wills |
-u Prc:;vide ‘suff_icient‘ pipes and‘ other sweeping equipment
as J.t is. developed and procured ’co\ supply the DRV units.

-—- Use he‘li._fco‘lj)t.e'rs to pull magnetic pipeé where accessible to
the’ sea. The use of helicopteré foi' this. purpose, however, will
be at ‘i:he exp‘ensé of coastal and poft clearances. Some fivefs.
will be swept from the- river mouthé to as far up the rivers as
i i, obstacle free. |

e-,Provi&e T‘JS‘trucks and bulldozers to assist in the .ir.a.la'ﬁd
Waf;efway operation. Thé officer in cha..rge of US mi'.'ne clearing
.Will‘ give details to the DRV counterparts concerning quantities

’ and de_livery tiz;‘nles. | | | ..
f ..“; De\‘rélop. specially designéd péwered bqa.ts on a.n ui*ge:nt |

basis. If these prove ‘sa.tisfactory they-\_}vill‘ also be provided for

-

use in mineclearing efforts in inland waterways{
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- Provide‘ ade‘quate‘ detecﬁion equipment if it can be'deyéloped
in tirhe. Us léboratories are working urgently on deveioprnent of
a suitablemagnetic ‘detection‘ system, |

- ‘A.tf‘:empt to.develop new magnetic sweeping equipment,
such as 'selfupropelled\ magnetic acoustic barrels, |

 -- Assign ordnance dispésal personnel who will give on the
spot instruction and adviée on destroying or rendéring s.afe aud
ordnance ‘Whelfevér inland wafe_rwg.y‘s éléarahce is done with US
advisers. Over 30 explosive lqr'dna‘nce disposal personnel are
ixi\folve;d in the‘mine cleaﬂng effoﬁ. Onle o‘ffic:er and 3 enlisted

men will be inélu_ded in the first training group for the school

. for the DRV in Hé,iphong{. US ordnance disposal advisers will

provide instruction on the scene on a case by case basis for

disposa.l of any dud MARK 36 destructors a.ftef the area has' _

- been swept Procedures for renderlng these destructors safe

have a.lrea.dy been prov1ded to the DRV side.. Should a MA.RK 82

delayed actwn bomb be dy.scovered in sweeping inland waterways,

it w11.1 be dxsposed of as a dud with the assistance of US adv1sers

on a case by case basis.
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